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Research progress in the role of c-Fos protein of in eye diseases
Shang Mengqiu, Liang Lina
(Department of Eye Function Laboratory, Eye Hospital, China Academy of Chinese Medical

Sciences, Beijing 100040)

Abstract As a functional anatomical marker of cellular activity and neural circuitry, c-Fos protein
has been extensively utilized in studies which investigate neuroendocrine regulation, autonomic
nervous system activity, and behavioral responses to stress. Recent research in ophthalmology has
revealed that dynamic c-Fos expression is closely associated with pathophysiological processes such
as retinal ganglion cell apoptosis, visual cortical plasticity, photodamage repair, and angiogenesis.

This review aims to summarize the mechanistic roles of c-Fos protein in ocular diseases including
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glaucoma, amblyopia, and retinopathy, as well as exploring potential therapeutic approaches
targeting c-Fos modulation. The studies have shown that the activation of c-Fos protein can promote
the development of neurons in the visual cortex, and the inhibition of c-Fos can delay the apoptosis
of retinal ganglion cells, neuroglia and photoreceptors in retinal and optic nerve diseases.

Key words c-Fos protein; eye diseases; glaucoma; amblyopia; retinitis pigmentosa; diabetic
retinopathy
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c-Fos & FAE A AMMIIE P K AR IR K D REARF) 2 bR S0, FERRE -, A
W T By S S RO R IOAT IR R T BB T2 R A E 23, 1 Sy B0
(immediate early gene, IEG) FEMIINZORIA, c-Fos J R I 52 (R FI B 18 18 S5 4%
B PR e B R A5 5 BT e BeE™. HgRAS Y 62 kDa c-Fos & [17] 55 c-Jun & FATE A7

TRARBIEEE -1 Cactivator protein-1, AP-1) &AL, %8 & ME i SR T Re s (e it
2R HESE DR (e oM L. R T Ah, BRI AT, AN A A e 2 SR o A 14
MMM P AP AE c-Fos FRIZBL G . ILFAMF AR IC, FEIRFIGUL, c-Fos MIBNALIL
SRR B2 TN (retinal ganglion cells, RGCs) T MR BR AT 881k . Seiifsiis & L
R AR A B AR IO . JTAEOR, c-Fos B A TEARBIHOM K A4 & J& rh i S e 1R L
GBI EAN, M FRIEARBIRN . ASCRGEL c-Fos 2 [ 7EM SCHRBHER H (i 7Tk
J&, P HAERRBM P IER L S FHLEIRIG YT T SOEAT4RIR

1 c-Fos Rk 5T HLH]

HHAME 5 437 RTINS S (Ca?t) | 2R R (S (mitogen-
activated protein kinases, MAPKs) K Al g i 7 < N JufF (cAMP response element, CRE)
A5 2 Tt R T R UG c-Fos FBIOM, (R F AP-1 IZH TG, o-Fos @id 5 c-
Jun TR HARGE AT AP-1 A1, BT NIFFERE R MR I .

wmE 1 pR, AP-1 5 Sl RS IR T N-F2E-D- R A AR Z /& (NMDAR) B %]



FEEEIE (VDCC) M3 (1045 & 1 Wl . 41 4ME 5 580 (extracellular regulated protein
kinases, ERK) , MAPKs 5k e B 53 G AL R] 55 ETS #£485 1 1 (Elkl) « CRE. [LiE&
MAT (SRF) K AZHEARE [ S6 (ribosomal protein S6,1pS6) 4% Juh MR 1L . X
Lee Ml 45 o-fos FBUR B3 HIILTE SN Jeff (serum response element, SRE) , L[]
25 c-Fos EAA M. H, cAMP KM IGIF4E A (CAMP response element binding
protein, CREB) 1t c-Fos #skid # k5% 0/EFH . CREB MIERE 1L CHDEE) 7 2 rpS6 &5
WY, Hrh 2855 NS 5 A E (mitogen-and stress-activated protein kinases,
MSK) f1E By . BEEAL 51 CREB 5 CRE 454, Bl 5 1254 IR 1 5 & ik ik
—385 4 SRE Ja8h T, B UREN c-fos HE DR 1A 44 LS S L= 41 i i #1804

W& B c-Fos H HARI R 5 4 12 B4, 5 c-Jun A TR IE Z 54Kk AP-1 B
AARD (B D, 3R 3h 2 AR SRR . BRPRES T, BT mRNA AR E M K
Fos & A/t S0 B R AR BHR T HLEINE,  c-Fos R R I KPR . H i S 76 350t i
J& 5min A EIFTHRGE S 3, mRNA FIAEELHILT 30 min, 1 c-Fos & 1A U 4E IR
ZEREE 90~120 minl7, WA ER, #ET «B (nuclear factor kappa-B, NF-kB) [{I#Li% 55 c-
Fos % A7 EIE 11555 K18, [k ERK-Elk-1 5 ERK-MSK-CREB 15 5l #% 5 c-Fos #i&
PAEEAL, p6s FIE RS c-Fos IR T IS G X T/NR c-Fos # H A veg AR DL 44
I, {£ Elk-1 #1/8% CREB #ERAL/KFA ML T, NF-«B H#EUE A BE LI c-Fos ik
(81, phah, RS 5 usE AR IR (cyclic adenosine monophosphate, cAMP) il
25 AR 22 336 T SA AT DO 3 o-fos HEDRIEAL, X PIRAE R i8S 38 5 KT CREB
B R A ST

B 1 c-Fos EHSFHLEIE

Fig.1 Diagram of the molecular mechanism of c-Fos protein



2 c-Fos EMEATEF LR M Ut R

IR RDUNIRE T, A W B R AR, B S BN, 1R
RGCs BEATHEAE TR AE 1A 22 IR AT PR , HO I A2 5 o-Fos R MBI A RIL B VIR,
c-Fos & 1 BEME A N4 2 0l sl sl /b Sl CniUE 7. B RIRD sl SRk, I
AU ATE NS #H 2 T DI RIS R AR bR &8, B EES SR T R0 R
e fih B Y45 5y 5 A,

ESZIME R B Cocular hypertension, OHT) HI KRR 1, MiZF L (optic nerve
head, ONH) W EERFRLIIETE 24 h .3 11 c-Fos & FAFIBEER 1L c-Jun (p-cJun) [H3R
15, R AP-1 G A YNBSS AR R (Nl L3R AW A1, HO-1) IR
MR, #— LR, AP-1 [MWE S MAPKs 15 5@ R & UG Guie 4o i
B7R, OHT BBy c-Fos/c-Jun HIH%E 75 ERK A1 MAPKp38 ML /KT & B2 IE A,
K] MAPK/AP-1 Hlife s S B2 TR o 4 i 2 204 () s e RN 4 b g 2 S EE/E o (AR )
R, WIORBENRIEIE AN R KR ) ek e IR AR o R RE /S B 50AE, 1 ONH
EIERIR AN c-Fos/c-Tun IS0 5 MR £ £ 2 /242 T K i 9 12 % e i LA O 2,
XYM TR — BUEIESE, AP-1 BRI 5 S A2 T G IR PRI 20 AR F) B L)) T
fiE

BN BAL, c-Fos 162 5B I FHEVE (ischemia-reperfusion, I/R) 4% 995 BEAL FE o
FER BRI /R B8, BRI 30 min 5 PR IMLF AT 330 RGCs W c-Jun 55 ¢-Fos ] mRNA
KFBET R, AR FERE Bax/Caspase-3 252 T2 A 70 AR, SR, 8600 78 5 T4

(bone marrow mesenchymal stem cells, BMSCs) #AH Al il #lI#] c-Fos/c-Jun FJ#% 33,
2P RGCs T T SCE MM BT RE,  HALHI AT RE S BMSCs 43K 55 40 W R 1, i ¢
PE#IZ 8 5K T (brain-derived neurotrophic factor, BDNE) if#% MAPK/AP-1 15 5 Z A %
(41, 3k — R AT AT VELE S R 7 v L P AR Ak T S IR 1

EbXF c-Fos fIF TSNS ORI 838 M7 71, B, H8EMERLE OHT KRAEA! H
Bl MH 52 X B (supra chiasmatic nucleus, SCN) Hi c-Fos 5 it %3k, M4k
JABILSE R G T CUnFE AL SO B BT Y ) o i HALI A o205 i, 4R 2
PR IE R WOS H R AZ A MT1/MT2, {1 ERK/c-Fos 5545 5, H /0% 4 (reactive oxygen
species, ROS) AR, 2 GEMf IR 5 I AHEIRIT I A . BEAh, WIVETE Nogo-66 %
& (solubleNogo-66receptor-Fc, sNgR-Fe) it BB 4 A= KA K F A (neurite outgrowth

inhibitor A, Nogo-A) H5#ZIHT KA 1 (neuregulin-1, NgR1) HIAHEAEH, %] c-Fos /%



o Astt, RIS IR RGCs HIFEIE AR, IR A T4 Al I R 1) 4o 22 4L 40
(embryonic stem cell-derived neural progenitors, ES-NPs) )5, 15 FALMIIE §1 c-Fos ik
R E AR SR A R I RERE A, 5515 K BT (visual evoked potential, VEP)
PRIE A SE AN, 88 c-Fos 16 2 Al Al 58 4% v (4% 0o A 271,

T RO 5 N RE R EE c-Fos 3-4E T QUHT FB. FIAREMERIET (step-
function opsins, SSFO) Xf/Nii_E I Csuperior colliculus, SC) #EATYHIE, 7% S RGCs
c-Fos MFFEERIE (Gt 6h) , i S A0 547 5 SEgR b SE A 2 ToiE M 1 G 5. B
HERARZ, SSFO /3 c-Fos Wuid AU BT IR L S B SR B, 38 Al@ i (et ph
LB IR T 50U, HERFLINE P A5 5 38 6 10 78 BEMEI28), a3 — R RS it 1% 2 AL G i i 22
TEOE TN OR I SEmE, N DGR IR HEVR T FERE T 8 5 ) o

3 c-Fos B FEFHL H BT STt fR

SR — il £ AL 00 R <5 B LR 250 S B 22 R PR, Hubel et al®l2e5d
HEERIT TR, S5 2R AE SR A K, HAZ IR B LRI S AR ot T 28 1 32 45
PRI R B BRI 70T» c-Fos ZEN R ILIm S 8 AR RARE M, fhanif it
WUGEIR G TE T R 4 EE A RO, c-Fos JERNZRIE KPR, (HAERRZ TTE S EAh SR Cn
JEE SN TR P S0, g BESE, EIEW AR F R, A ARG
i RGCs TR AIRAE S T IHH, AR c-Fos MR 1A, 32 M0 e 38 5 fik e AL o
E 1 P o AL BT R A (R A DRI TS AR, LR PR 0 R T B P (AR FE T B gl
IEG MIZFFRIBAT M. R E WG, c-Fos B HMRIEFEEAEMIE K 7 K
Py I 3 T3,

EhYSEIR R, A8 SRR 55 VLAY ) AR K R R, SRS RO IS (R A A0 B o [X A 22
T c-Fos Tk /KT HO AL BEAR, H 54T 200 A b IO RESEBOBERE T B B2 35 IEAH DGR, ax
—ILRRY], PR R BN LR B n i HE S, I AP-1 SRS AT
IAVEAR Sl P (AR, AMUIERIE (lateral geniculate nucleus, LGN) 1EA#1LM
JR ML B R gkt e c-Fos FRIALERIF I8 2 I, (HAE R IR LHIS 25 7
[l B35, X FNEN AL UARIR, c-Fos AMURME T TERI LR AR EY, HREMIE RS H
et WAl siPS i S L

FET c-Fos (M43 FIhRE, ZWUT-TSEms S & T8R0T . IR TR0, #vi
FARYT IRV R P B B A (PKA) -cAMP RN JGfFSE & CREB @K, LI



c-Fos 55 BDNF [t [F 2k, G500 E ) LI AR IEM) (BCVA) . HALHI T 6E S #4
BB yT R R AR T YA ORBT, g4k, L-Z EHEE (L-dopa methylester, LDME) ifid#2
T2 BRI TR KT, TEE0E £ B %44 D1 (dopamine receptor D1, DRD1) /c-Fos 155
Hh, BEAEZVZER IR ARG, Rk, Sie A & o-Fos WS I T ALK
AR SR TR P 2 I 1 B T B

4 c-Fos BEOEMMEEZEZM (retinitis pigmentosa, RP) FHIBF R

RP & LA SZ 28 AT PR T2 A% 0o BRAREAE O T8 A PEAR I s, LML AR
FOCHWIE 5 5 W O S F LR AT . BFFER Y, c-Fos 7E RP [ BLHERE h & 4% 8 22
AR R,

TESME R B, GG R AT S AL B 2 c-Fos 15 SEAIMA B 73 R A 2R
5 SR 2 D S B B (1 /K B 1 (cysteinyl aspartate specific proteinase 1, Caspase-1) f3E
B L, FEMEE AP-1 R TREE (U1 Bax. FasL) , SEOGERZ MM K
LRRLARNR AL LA, 251 R caspase-3 HOBMETE T2 900k S B, ixX —id R ORI Z 2%
ROS M BRI, MM FIKIEHZ (edaravone) AIEILHIH] c-Fos BERRAL I T
i Caspase-1 ik, WL B2 AR T AR, 78 rd1-FTL 2R /N RS A, c-Fos
3t B DR FE s W ST P T K AN LA RGCs R 5 0, LS X 3805 Miailler 40 e i 14
PR DX A HE R P R A A SRR X B R B, e VOL T RoR, BRI Muller 4
R R PEEE T (GFAP) ik L, [ARHAERE(R 2 1 (0 TNF-a. IL-6) FRREEOY
I, 32758 c-Fos BB 1A 28 480 S L AT Bl i 5% 43 W WL i) ' 8% 52 28 A8 E B9, gk — 2B 5
BIERIR, 58S JunB/c-Fos SR —JRRTE Muller 40 H4F RIS, @id ERK1/2-
MAPK R0 [ 7 L R FE 5t 4 & 8% (A -9 (matrix metalloproteinase-9, MMP-9) {14,
S B W RS BB REIR B IR 2 28 M BB W Th RE PR S

EtXf c-Fos [Tl T-B CLRE I 2 4 VR YT 7 W 2553 7 A ARBOM ALIE I VAT I JEE
1 c-Fos/c-Jun FIZIE ] Bax/Bel-2 LU SR AT, [ A I XOURe 240 ) 5% 252 44 K oK1 44 e 2R ik
AL, HALHI AT REES KA RO FUXE NF-xB F c-Jun Z2E A (c-Jun N-terminal kinase,
INKD {55 @ E i iata, BRREYGY T, =AM OR#4A AAV2-PDEGB il 4
A2 I Pde6b FAZ, 1] ERK/c-Fos {5 5 il BEWE, {3 RP ASIAY K SR IO JIE 7 9 2 PR ¢
Bel-2 #ik B, [/ Muller 240 i BRI 7 41,

b



5 c-Fos & A7ERE RR MM %28 (diabetic retinopathy, DR) IR THERE

DR /2 = MLE 55 BOBUALE I ARE,  Hp SRR B3 SRE SO RE DRIl I 32 0 SO AR 1
BB iR Y, o-Fos £ 18 A% I8 N B A2 K K] -F-(vascular endothelial growth factor,
VEGF) ik MMM GERE (blood-retinal barrier, BRB) 5%, 7F DR #EJE i &A% 0>
TER .

fEFBEM BT, C/EBP-B 5 c-Fos & R4S & 2 VEGF J& 31 X 31 D et 4% % K1

A7 51490, 0% GPR91-ERK 1/2-C/EBPpB/c-Fos 15 5, i VEGF (] mRNA 23k & T} 04,

— Tl AR I P R AT M S R, 5 SO P S R A I R R JE K T4 e B A I
TR, 25| KRBV S A M, ghAh, VEGF 8 i 3K mT Bl Py 7 40 it 1) % 2 5 43 2R
F1, {ff BRB EEMESGIN, DJsl s 5K i SR R 72 O, Muller 200 £F D40 bod FE 3= 222 (1 Jie
JRANM, AL SR RLEC I 5 MO DR RAERCR S U B R 3. B 7SR R, M
tller ZHfIH c-Fos BEMRIL )G 5 AP-1 EEWE &, WENE KK TNF-o Ml IL-6 I i,
IRl MMP-9 ({334, MMP-9 i@id B4R S0, 330 BRB 4R, et Fa
s A IR, TEM “RIE— BN BIEAEER.

PR Y5 I BRI IR 54 445 75 4 B Cintrinsically photosensitive retinal ganglion cells, ipRGCs)
I Ik B AN FIEBUG T e VBRI SRR o e E PR BT A
ipRGCs )65 F c-Fos 55 Period] JERIFRIE, 5 SO B A 4 B 5 D] (R 9355 i P82 e ik, 31T
T A0 B U 2l 0L, i PR AT 9 PR , DR BB A2 X1 4% (supra chiasmatic nucleus,
SCNDH? ¢c-Fos 1k 7K T4 {8 FE] i FEAIS, 1T it A D) B AR AT 3 e v Bopl AL 2K P ) CAGEs )
Sk E AR, A8 SCN [¥) c-Fos FIAME, #4000 B R T 3L

%t c-Fos [T TSk MG o, 40 AP-1 BHE AT 2% RGCs T, P2y i 42 5L

TR A YD (ent-9o-hydroxy-15-0x0-16-kauren-19-oic acid, EKO) i id 158 377 RALBEILGF

R 3 (atnxin 3, ATXN3) 5 c-Fos 8 (14 &, sz RACKAME, M L AgE
BARFRIE, RS SR Py R EE P PR, B B R (b IE KA S8 O B R
BFE 2R (GR) , i Miiller 40l 9 ERK/c-Fos MRR b 200k e b, AR I B A= j IR 1~ 3
FEEESE -1 (LGALSD) RUZRE/KFREAR, R/ A0 o0 FRi A 1f 5 2 5o
6 /NG5

L5 LATR, o-Fos SATEMRMAL P ZRIE, EF IR S90S H W ARBRIR K 4 &
Je& v R4 T A T c-Fos B8 11 AT DA BEAIL B AR T IR 7 FE R I BB R Ao 22 0 o
] c-Fos & HRILAEMIELE RGCs. MM Ju 2 2840 4 M T sl 2



FR) o ARKBEFUAHE— DAL c-Fos & FALEA [FIFm R B sl A vh s v AR AT R IR R
B5 ARHE AR I HOR BT E c-Fos B2 I FL P BN

P 2 c-Fos & A 7E AR RBLER H/EF B

Fig.2 Diagram of the role of c-Fos protein in ophthalmic diseases
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