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Study on the relationship between moral judgment and empathy
Zhu Yiming, Wang Kai, Zhang Long, et al
( Dept of Neurology, The First Affiliated Hospital of Anhui Medical University, Hefer 230022)

Abstract Objective To explore the relationship between different kinds of moral judgment and dimensions of em-
pathy. Methods The Interpersonal Reactivity Index-C (IRI-C) scale and the fifty-item Greene moral judgment
task were administered in 131 healthy young adults. Results Cognitive empathy was negatively correlated with the
ratio of agreement in personal moral dilemmas ( perspective-taking: P <0. 01, fantasy:P <0.05), while empathic
concern was positively correlatedwith the ratio of agreement in welfare-evaluation scenarios of impersonal moraldi-
lemmas ( P <0.01) within the subjects. No significant correlation was found between affective empathy ( personal
distress) and moral judgment nor between moral norm scenarios of impersonal moral dilemmas and empathy. Con-
clusion There are specific patterns of the relationship between different kinds of moral judgment and dimensions of
empathy.

Key words moral judgment; empathy; young adults



